
Shaker Square’s Catholic Church

Wishing You A Merry Christmas!

Our Lady of Peace
THE PEACEMAKER

“Joy to the World, the Lord is come.  Let earth receive her King!”

Thank you for joining us at Our Lady of Peace this Christmas.  



From Fr. Gary
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

What a wild and crazy roller coaster ride this year has been
and continues to be. It seems like everything familiar is gone 
and everything we once knew has changed or disappeared, yet – 
Thank God – Christmas has not been cancelled nor has its time-
less message been changed.

The mercy of  God that comes to us in that child lying in a manger 
has not been cancelled. The love of  our Mother Mary for each 
of  us and for our parish has not been changed. The wonder that 
filled the hearts of  shepherds and magi is still exactly the same.

Like you, I am more than ready to say good-bye to 2020, but 
even this year I have seen so many wonderful things: I have seen 
your generosity and concern for the poor increase rather than 
decrease. I stand in awe at your perseverance in the faith and 
your constancy in prayer even when we can only be together                                   
electronically. And I am personally touched by your concern for 
me and my health. All this leads me to rejoice even in this crazy 
time and during this unusual Christmas.

So to each of  you – MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!! And may 
Christmas 2021 find us all back in our churches, singing O Come 
All Ye Faithful at the top of  our lungs, and embracing one another 
as we wish each other peace and joy!

God bless you and everyone whom you love!
Fr. Gary Chmura, Pastor of  Our Lady of  Peace



This Week At Our Lady Of Peace

Saturday, December 26, 2020
4:00pm       +Evelyn and Vincent Francioli

Sunday, December 27, 2020|Feast of  the Holy Family
11:00am    +Parishioners of  Our Lady of  Peace

Monday, December 28, 2020|WChristmas Octave
8:00am       +Thomas Riedel
5:30pm       +For the People of  St. John Vianney 

Tuesday, December 29, 2020|Christmas Octave
8:00am       +Tony Nero
5:30om       +Sr. Margaret Ann Kelley, OSU

Wednesday, December 30, 2020|Christmas Octave
8:00am       +For the People of  St. John Vianney
5:30pm       +Harold Nance

Thursday, December 31, 2020|Mary, Mother of  God
5:30pm       +Health and Blessings for Krivanka Families

Friday, January 1, 2021|Mary, Mother of  God
8:30am      +Catherine Griffin
5:30pm      +Larry Manno

Saturday, January 2, 2021|Vigil, Epiphany of  the Lord
4:00pm      +John and Francis Goley

Sunday, January 3, 2021|The Epiphany of  the Lord
11:00am    +Parishioners of  Our Lady of  Peace

Mass Intentions For The Week Weekly Financial Report

Daily Mass|Monday-Friday at 8:00am and 5:30pm (8:00am Livestream)

Weekend Mass|Saturday Vigil 4:00pm and Sunday Morning 11:00am
(Weekend Masses are Livestreamed and on demand anytime after)

Confessions|By appointment, call the Office, 216-421-4211.

Online Rosary| Every Thursday at 6:30pm.  Send an email to 
Fr. Gary at garychmura@gmail.com to register.

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

We are ever thankful for your continued
 generousity with the gifts that you have given.  
Your kindness makes such a difference in 
the lives of  so many people that rely on our          
programming, meals, pantry and so much 
more.  Know that the good Lord will ever bless 
you in His mercy because of  your goodness.  May 
you be blessed abundantly this Christmas Season.

Please remember, during the pandemic, we prefer that you 
use Faith-Direct. It requires less paper handling and less 

trips to the bank (which is a 2-4 hour wait!). 
If  you are unsure or would like us to help you set it up, 
please call Kim or Father Gary at the office. As always, 

thank you for your kind, continued support 
of  our parish and community!

+

Liturgical Schedule



From Sister Miriam

All of  our staff members here at Our Lady of  Peace wish each and 
everyone of  you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Some have 
written a few reflections for you during this holiday season regarding 

their ministries, and other thoughts.  They thank each of  you for your 
continued kindness, prayers and support as they continue to work on ways to 
minister to you, our parishioners, and the overall community during this time 

of  pandemic.  Thanks for sharing a few moments in reading their notes.  

Letters From OLP

We at Our Lady of  Peace, St. Adalbert/Our Lady 
of  the Blessed Sacrament Parishes have been 
blessed to accompany three adults in various 

stages of  their pilgrimage in the Rite of  Christian Initiation 
for Adults.  There are also two initiated adults who join us 
for on going faith formation. Their witness is a great blessing 
to our communities.  

A team of  six from both parishes meet, plan, fundraise 
(grantwork) and share in hospitality, presenting, sponsoring 
and simply being a fellow pilgrim with the RCIA group.  
Each of  us in any of  our parishes are considered "team" 
because of  our witness, work, prayer and friendship.

In the New Year we are very grateful to begin the formal 
catechetical formation of  a middle grade student for 
Baptism and the Sacraments of  Initiation, something he 
says "I've always wanted."

We continue to count on your prayer and welcoming spirit 
for our inquirers soon to be ready to be catechumens and 
candidates.  

Faithfully yours,  Sister Miriam Fidelis Pinchot, OSU, Pastoral 
Minister



From Kim Hoover

One of  my favorite Chrismas songs is, "O Holy 
Night."  I look forward to hearing it each year 
as the Christmas carols start playing around 

Thanksgiving.  The line, "A thrill of  hope, the weary world 
rejoices, for yonder breaks, a new and glorious morn," 
always touches my heart.  The birth of  an infant brought 
so much hope into the world.
This year, a simple line of  music has such significant meaning for so many of  us.  What a year it has been.  2020 has 
worn us down in a variety of  ways, through illness, loneliness, loss and fear of  the unknown.  The daily news shows 
suffering, division, and unrest in our country and in our world.  We have had to learn a whole new way of  doing things; 
how we gather, communicate, work, go to school, shop, celebrate, participate in Mass...the list goes on.

When I get overwhelmed by the weariness of  2020, I try to remind myself  of  all the ways in which hope led me 
forward; the quiet blessings and big gratitude for simple things; the joyful celebrations and milestones that looked a 
little different; and the way we found to make it through, the best we could, with family and friends to prop us up.  I am 
fortunate to work and worship in a place that honors Mary, Our Lady of  Peace, who put her faith and hope in God so 
many years ago that first Chritmas.  I pray that you, and all those you love, have a very Merry Christmas and may the 
blessings of  peace, hope and health be yours in the New Year!  

 Kim Hoover, Office Administrator    

From Matthew Fodor

Well, here we are at another holiday!  Certainly this Christmas will be much different than 
the past Holy Week and Easter.  But still, things are different and that is OK!  I feel very 
happy that our family is back home here at Our Lady of  Peace, even if  I am the only 

one physically in the Church this year.  I was having a conversation with my mom today (who's been 
battling breast cancer) and she was fretting over making the pie crust cookies that we love.  I told 
her, "Mom, it's a hassle you don't need to worry about right now."  She responded by saying that she 
needed something normal, and making those cookies would allow her that feeling.  This Christmas 
no doubt will leave many of  us with somewhat of  a void.  For so many years, consistently we all 
together gather celebrating in church with packed pews, many, many people around the dining room 
table (or tables), and seeing the many concerts and performances that come with the holiday season.  
This year, much of  our celebrations are from a distance perhaps by telephone, ZOOM, Facebook, 
or the many other programs that are out there.  Wonderfully, we are blessed with good technology 
that allows this to happen, but it is not the same.  So we look FORWARD!  We need to keep a 
sense of  faith and hope that each tomorrow brings a brighter day.  
Next year can be the year that we all can be 
together again in jubilation, blessings and 
thanksgiving.  Let's all keep the faith.

Christmas Blessings,
Matthew Fodor, Director of  Music, 
Communications and Production.  



From Jean Pekoc

This school year, due to the pandemic, PSR classes have been held remotely.  
There are three fifferent ZOOM classes held on Sunday mornings; Young 
Students, Middle Group, and Upper Level.  It has been a challenge to 

adjust to the format and time restrictions.  We all miss the hands-on activities, 
visual materials and spontaneous questions and discussions that enhance in person 
classes.  Each week we learn a better way to adjust and exchange together. The First 
Communicants will start their lessons in Reconciliation after the holidays.  We hope 
by spring to have a First Communion Serviec which will include last year's students.  
The Upper level students were able to remotely perform service work by creating 
cards for the Juvenile Detention Center youth.  We are planning for them to take 
on the Warm Hands/Warm Hearts glove drive in February.  We'll keep you posted!   
As this year ends, we are grateful to our church community for the opportunity to 
provide the ZOOM classes. we thank the parents for encouraging and arranging for 
their child's participation in this religious education program.  We are blessed!

Jean Pekoc, Director of  Religious Education, 

Constance Sylvester, and Carita Huang, PSR Teachers

From Pat Riley
Well, the COVID pandemic dealt a severe blow to our plans for our 

centennial celebration at Our Lady of  Peace.  One of  the causalities 
of  the shut-down was our inability to continue our monthly Saturday 

morning breakfasts that we served to our neighbors.  But we were able to reach out 
to these neighbors at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Due to the generous support 
of  parishioners, we were able to partner with our local Larchmere Tavern to 
provide full hot dinners on each of  these holidays in a safe manner.  People were 
asked to call the retory and sign-up for a meal and then they could pick it up in a 
socially distant manner.  The hearty meals included turkey, sweet potato, vegetables, 
stuffing, gravy, a dinner roll and a slice of  pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving.  For 
Christmas we served a roast beef  dinner, au gratin potatoes, vegetable, dinner roll, 
and a delicious dessert.  On Thanksgiving we served over two hundred packaged 
meals to our neighbors and Fr. Gary took 50 dinners to the young people at the 
Juvenile Justice Center. For Christmas, Fr. Gary brought 120 dinners for the young 
people and we served another 200 meals in Cmmins Hall. Again, these meals were 
all financed by the gifts of  parishioners and friends, and in the process we helped 
Larchmere Tavern to stay open during this difficult time.  As Fr. Gary would say, 
"YOU ROCK!"

                         Pat Riley, Centennial Committe Member



From Fr. Nicholaus

Each Christmas season we are asked to hear liberating Good News. God has joined himself  to us inseparably 
and so we have the reason to rejoice. But, why do we celebrate Christmas with great rejoicing?

 First, Christmas is the Feast of  God’s sending us a Savior: God undertook the Incarnation of  Jesus as True 
God and true man to save us from the bondage of  sin. We read in John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life”. As our Savior, 
Jesus liberated us from slavery to sin and atoned for our sins by his suffering, death and Resurrection. So, every 
Christmas reminds us that we need a Savior every day, to free us from our evil addictions and unjust, impure and 
uncharitable tendencies. Christmas 2020 also challenges us to accept Jesus in the manger as our saving God and 
personal Savior and to surrender our lives to him, allowing him to rule our hearts and lives every day in the New 
Year.

 Second, Christmas is the Feast of  God’s sharing His love with us: Jesus, as our Savior, brought the “Good 
News” that our God is a loving, forgiving, merciful, rewarding God and not a judgmental, cruel, punishing God. 
He demonstrated by his life and teaching how God our Heavenly Father loves us, forgives us, provides for us, and 
rewards us. All his miracles were signs of  this Divine Love. Jesus’ final demonstration of  God’s love for us was his 
death on the cross to atone for our sins and to make us children of  God. Each Christmas reminds us that sharing 
love with others is our Christian privilege and duty, and every time we do that, Jesus is reborn in our lives. Let us 
face this question, “What does it profit me if  Jesus is born in thousands of  cribs all over the world and He is not 
born in my heart?” Hence, let us allow Jesus to be reborn in our hearts and lives, not only during Christmas, but 
every day, so that he may radiate the Light of  his presence from within us as sharing and selfless love, expressed in 
compassionate words and deeds, unconditional forgiveness, the spirit of  humble service and, overflowing generosity.

 Third, Christmas is the Feast of  the Emmanuel (God living with us and within us): Christmas is the Feast of  
the Emmanuel because God in the New Testament is a God Who continues to live with us in all the events of  our 
lives as the “Emmanuel” announced by the angel to Mary. As Emmanuel, Jesus lives in the Sacraments, in the Bible, 
in the praying community, and in each believer, residing in us, making us His Temples. Christmas reminds us that we 
are bearers of  God with the missionary privilege and duty of  conveying Jesus to those around us by loving them as 
Jesus did, through sacrificial, humble, committed service. Sharing with others,  Jesus, the Emmanuel living within us, 
is the best Christmas gift we can give, or receive, in this season. Let us rejoice and be glad, for Christ is born for us!

Rev. Nicholaus Mtey, In Residence

Light of  Hope, Light of  Peace, You are all the Light we need.  Shine for all the World to see, 
Christ is coming soon!  

Our Lady of  Peace Parish Council feels blessed to call you our Parish Family!  We have 
counted on each of  you, to be the Light of  Hope and Peace to one another, and within the 
community.  Calls and Cards to the Homebound and those in nursing facilities bring HOPE to those 
alone, many feeling more-so during this Pandemic.  Supporting the local Toy Drive, in place of  our 
usual Giving Tree, inspires DELIGHT and HOPE in our neighboorhood children who need it most.  
Those of  you who pray the Virtual Rosary and pray with us in daily Mass, bring the Light of  Peace 
within ourselves, and allow it to shine for all to see.  We wish you the JOY of  this HOPE, realized in 
the Christ Child.  May you be blessed with PEACE in the New Year!  

Susan Tetzlaff, Chair of  Parish Pastoral Council

From Susan Tetzlaff



There will never be a year like 2020.  The first weekend that Masses were closed back in March, brought 
us the smallest offertory collection ever!  Adding insult to injury, we knew that our Easter collection, 
one of  the largest of  the year, would probably not be much better-and our intuition was right.  That is 

all the bad news I have to share.  We shared the brutal honesty of  our situation and pleaded with everyone to 
get signed up for Faith Direct to try to catch up on any missed collections, and to help us make up for the Easter 
shortfall.  Our situation corrected itself  immediately.  We also made the decision to use some of  our savings to 
invest in livestreaming and recording equipment.  Not only would this allow us to continue our ministry with 
the parish, but it actually expanded our reach nationally and globally.  Within three months, several generous 
parishioners paid for the livestreaming equipment and our collections have more than stabilized.  We could 
focus on expanding our ministry instead of  struggling with survival.  We welcomed Matthew Fodor back to the 
parish, who along with Music Ministry, also manages our livestream and communications. The results speak for 
themselves.  As Fr. Gary said, "why should I be surprised? Our parish always responds to a need."

In many ways our ministry and mission is stronger than ever.  We have atually moved several capital projects 
ahead so that some of  our vendors could keep their people employed.  We partnered with local restaraunts to 
provide hot meals to those in our community who needed it or could not get together with loved ones.  Between 
Thanksgiving and Easter , we gave out over 500 meals!  This benefited everyone.  While it is easy to dwell on 
the sadness of  the past year, the challenges and struggles gave us an opportunity to engage our parish, our 
expanded virtual family, and our local comminuity outside of  our parish.. We have a lot to be proud of.  

Many of  you have probably heared the saying, "If  you want to make God laugh, tell him your plan."  I cannot 
think of  a more appropriate summary of  2020.  This is nothing like we planned, but what we achieved was 
more than we could have planned, hope or imagined.  Being the chairman of  the finance council, it sure was 
nice to not have to talk about finance that much over this year.  We will be re-launching our capital campaign, 
hopefully in 2021 or 2022.  We have a very ambitious list of  priorities ahead of  us; some important; some more 
"fun."  If  you have any ideas or suggestions for what you would like us to focus on, please let us know..  Also, 
please make sure we have you on our mailing list to keep you updated and informed.  If  you are visiting this 
weekend, welcome back!  If  you are tuning into the livestream this year, we miss you and will see you in 2021.  
Finally, if  you are visiting the parish- WELCOME.  We hope you will continue to join us.

                         Brian Hoover, Parish Finance Council Chairperson

From Brian Hoover



Pictures From the Year
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Pictures From the Year



Silent Night
1.  Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright. Round 

yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and 
mild, Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

2.  Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing          

Alleluia; Christ, the savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

3.  Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light.  
Radiant beams from thy holy face.  With the dawn of                                                                                                 

redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.                                    
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.  

O Come, All Ye Faithful
1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.  O come 
ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.  Come and behold Him, born 
the King of Angels. O come let us adore Him, O come let us 

adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

2. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. Sing all ye         
citizens of heaven above!  Glory to God, all glory in the    

highest. O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning.  Jesus 
to thee be all glory given.  Word of the Father, now in flesh 
appearing.  O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore 

Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

Psalm 96: Today Is Born Our Savior
Refrain

Today is born our Savior, today is born our Savior, today is 
born our Savior, Christ the Lord!

1.  Sing, O sing, brand new melodies.  Raise your voices, 
shout for joy.  All creation sings a new song; Glory! Alleluia!

2.  God is here, Alleluia! Truth and justice, light for the world.  
All God’s people, singing as one; Glory! Alleluia!

3.  Let the heavens rejoice!  And the whole world be glad.  
Let the sea and it’s creatures thunder with praise. Alleluia!

Psalm 96: Music: Mark Mellis.  Used with Permission.  GIA Publications.  
OneLicense# A-727121

Heritage Mass Setting.  Music: Owen Alstott.  Used with Permission. 
OCP Publications.  OneLicense# A-727121

Mass of Renewal.  Music: Curtis Stephan.  Used with Permission.  
OCP Publications.  OneLicense # A-727121

 

Mass Liturgy Aid Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1.  Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to the Newborn 
King.  Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners 

reconciled.  Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of 
the skies.  With angelic hosts proclaim; Christ is born in 
Bethlehem.  Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to the 

Newborn King.  

2.  Christ by highest heaven adored, Christ the                   
everlasting Lord.  Late in time behold him come, offspring 
of the Virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail 
the Incarnate Deity, pleased as man with us to dwell.  Jesus 

our Emmanuel.  Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to 
the Newborn King.  

3.  Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace.  Hail the Son of 
Righteousness.  Light and life to all he brings, risen with 
healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, born that 

we no more may die.  Born to raise us from the earth.  
Born to give us second birth.  Hark! The herald angels 

sing.  Glory to the Newborn King.  

Joy To The World
1.  Joy to the world! The lord is come.  Let earth receive her 
King.  Let every heart prepare him room.  And heaven and 
nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and 

heaven and nature sing.   

2. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns.  Let us our songs 
employ.  While fields and floods, rocks hills and plains.  

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 
repeat the sounding joy.  

3. He rules the world with truth and grace.  And makes 
the nations prove.  The glories of his righteousness.  And 
wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonder, 

wonders of his love.  

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of Hosts.  Heaven and earth 

are full of your glory.  Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!

Mystery Of Faith
We proclaim your Death, O Lord. And profess Your        

Resurrection.  Until you come in glory.  

Great Amen
Amen, Amen, Amen!

Lamb of God
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world.  

Have mercy, have mercy on us.  (X2)

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
Grant us, grant us peace.  


